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Research Advisory Committee Meeting   
The 32   Research Advisory Committee (RAC) Meeting of ICAR-CIRCOT, Mumbai, was held on
18–19 May 2026. A new RAC for ICAR-CIRCOT has been constituted by the Council for a period
of three years (2026–2029) under the chairmanship of Dr. S. M. Ishtiaque, former Professor at IIT
Delhi and former Director of NITRA. The newly constituted RAC comprises eminent experts from
academia, research, and industry, including Dr. Y. G. Prasad, Former Director, ICAR-CICR,
Nagpur; Dr. T. V. Sreekumar, Director, BTRA, Mumbai; Dr. Umesh Ghanekar, Professor, NIT
Kurukshetra; Dr. K. Narsaiah, Assistant Director General (PE), ICAR; Shri Makarand Mukundrao
Korde and Shri Sachin Kulkarni, IMC Members on the RAC.

nd

On the Ocassion of the RAC, lecture titled ‘कपास उत्पादक �कसान� क� समस्याए ंऔर आवश्यक तकनीक’
(Problems of cotton farmers and essential technologies) was delivered by Shri Makarand
Mukundrao Korde, Member, IMC & RAC, on 19 May 2026, highlighting the key challenges faced
by cotton farmers and the technologies required to address them.

ICAR-CIRCOT IFS Lecture Series   
 “Global Cotton Quality and Sustainability” was organized by ICAR-CIRCOT, Mumbai, in association
with the Indian Fibre Society, Mumbai, in hybrid mode on 06 May 2026. The inaugural lecture,
“Sustainability labels for both Conventional and Organic cotton,” was delivered by Dr. Jolien De
Lepeleire of Centexbel, Belgium. This was followed by a lecture on “Cotton fibre quality availability
across the Globe” by Dr. Keshav Raj Kranthi, Chief Scientist, International Cotton Advisory
Committee (ICAC), Washington, DC, USA.



  

The Ginning Training Centre (GTC) of ICAR-CIRCOT,
Nagpur, organized a Ginners Interaction Meeting on 07
May 2025, with the participation of 25 stakeholders
from the ginning and cotton industries. Discussions
focused on the ginning of mechanically harvested
cotton and its traceability in the cotton value chain.

 Event  Organized 

An interaction meeting was held on 20 May 2026,
during which Shri Sachin Kulkarni, Member, IMC &
RAC, interacted with scientists, technical staff, and
researchers to discuss potential research areas for
future exploration and development.

Publication 
Research Paper

Jalgaonkar KR, Jagajanantha P, Mahawar MK, Raja ASM (2026). Development and
preliminary evaluation of a filter quality testing system. Cleaner Engineering and Technology,
32:101235. (IF 6.5).

Book Chapter

Chaurasia, H., Arora, A., and Misra, T., (2026). Computer Vision-Based Object Detection for
High-Throughput Plant Phenotyping. In: Arora, A., Marwaha, S., Jain, R., Parsad, R. (eds)
Harvesting Intelligence: The AI Revolution in Agriculture. Springer, Singapore.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-95-5175-0_4.

Awareness Programmes in MGMG Adopted Villages 

   Under the Government of India campaign on “Promoting Soil Health Management and Balanced
Fertilizer Use,” ICAR-CIRCOT conducted a series of awareness programmes and demonstrations on
compost preparation from biomass and other sustainable practices in 17 villages in and around
Nagpur. The activities aimed to educate farmers on sustainable soil health management and the
balanced use of fertilizers for improved agricultural productivity and environmental sustainability.
Over 500 farmers were benefitted through this programme.



  
 

Paper Presented

Dr. Sharmila Patil, presented a research paper titled “Nanocellulose Production from Cotton
Linters and Application in Biopolymer-Based Composites” at the 2   International Conference on
Advances in Agricultural Sciences, Environmental Stewardship, Biological & Life Science,
organized by SARATES, India, in collaboration with Yugra State University, Russia, held online
on 23–24 May 2026.

nd

Recognition 

Dr. N. Vigneshwaran, Principal Scientist and Head, CBPD, has been selected for the prestigious
“ICAC Researcher of the Year 2026” award by the International Cotton Advisory Committee
(ICAC), Washington, DC, USA.
Dr. Sharmila Patil, Scientist, received the “Young Women Scientist” Award for her outstanding
contribution in the field of Agricultural Structures and Process Engineering during the 2
International Conference on Advances in Agricultural Sciences, Environmental Stewardship,
Biological & Life Sciences, organized by the Society of Agricultural Research, Applied
Technology and Environmental Science (SARATES), India, in collaboration with Yugra State
University, Russia, on 23–24 May 2026.

nd

Dr. G. T. V. Prabu, Senior Scientist, was conferred the Fellow of the Textile Association (FTA)
award by The Textile Association of India (TAI) in recognition of his significant professional
contributions to the textile sector.

MoU & Consultancy

A contract service agreement was undertaken for “Preparation and Supply of C2-Level Repellent
Finished 200 GSM Cotton Fabrics (300 m)” for Prof. Vijay Aware, Professor, College of
Agricultural Engineering and Technology, DBSKKV, Dapoli.
An MoU was signed with M/s Aruheal Solutions Pvt. Ltd., Jalgaon on 18 May 2026 for licensing
the technology “Cotton Linters and Banana Fibre Based Composite Pulp for Maternity Pads
Applications.”
An MoU was signed with Ms. Akansha S. Hade, M/s Green Arc Bio Films Pvt. Ltd., Wardha, on
05 May 2026 for a research consultancy project titled “Extraction of Alpha Cellulose from Cotton
Linters and Other Agro-Biomasses.”

Superannuation

Shri M. Bhaskar, Senior Technical Officer, ICAR-CIRCOT Regional Unit, Coimbatore,
superannuated on 31 May 2026.
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