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Dignitary Visit

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon’ble Union Minister of Culture and Tourism, Government of India,
visited I[CAR-CIRCOT and graced the PM-KISAN Utsav Diwas celebrations as the Chief Guest on 20
June 2026. The occasion also marked the release of the 23" installment of the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana by the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India. The programme was organized in virtual mode to enable
the participation of the Institute staff, Regional Units, farmers, and agri-startups associated with ICAR-
CIRCOT. A total of 425 participants, including 185 male farmers and 75 women farmers, attended the
event.

World Environment Day

World Environment Day (WED), pre-campaign under mission LiFE was observed on 4 June 2026 at
Pali-Sudhagad, Raigad District, Maharashtra. An awareness programme was organized to promote
the use of biofertilizers and highlight the benefits of organic and natural farming practices. A total of 45
farmers participated in the programme.
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Khet Bachao Abhiyaan

The Khet Bachao Abhiyan was an ambitious nationwide campaign launched by the Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of India, from 1-30 June 2026, to facilitate direct
interaction between agricultural scientists and farmers at the field level. The campaign aimed to
create awareness among farmers on improving soil health, promoting the judicious use of chemical
fertilizers, and encouraging natural farming practices for sustainable agricultural development. In
Maharashtra, the programme was implemented by six teams of scientists across seven districts:
Thane, Ahilyanagar, Nagpur, Kolhapur, Sangli, Pune, and Raigad. The 17 startups incubated under
the ICAR-CIRCOT Rural Agri Business Incubator (R-ABI) played a vital role in coordinating and
facilitating the smooth implementation of the campaign.

A total of 293 field visits were conducted, covering 300 villages across the state. The campaign
directly benefited 7,268 farmers, comprising 5,767 men and 1,501 women. As part of the campaign,
57 demonstration programmes were organized on the preparation and application of GoRas, Gau
Kripa Amrit, Jeevamrut, and biochar to promote sustainable agricultural practices.Three farmer—
input dealer interface meetings were also organized to demonstrate innovative agricultural inputs
and technologies. (i) M/s. Zydex Pvt. Ltd., Nagpur, which demonstrated biofertilizers and
biostimulants; (ii) M/s. Sandip Pyaz Bio-Organics, Pune; and (iii) M/s. Swarnbhoomi Agricultural
Machinery Impex LLP. In addition, two programmes were conducted in collaboration with Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs), benefiting approximately 50 farmers.

The campaign received extensive publicity through local print and electronic media, with coverage
in 25 newspapers, five television channels, and two YouTube channels. On the occasion of the PM-
Kisan Samman Nidhi programme held on 20 June 2026, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon'ble
Union Minister of Culture and Tourism, Government of India, visited ICAR-CIRCOT and interacted
with farmers, encouraging the adoption of sustainable soil health management practices and
balanced fertilizer use.The campaign's Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and outreach
activities were also disseminated through social media platforms, reaching approximately 2,000
farmers. As the campaign was coordinated with the active support of ICAR-CIRCOT R-ABI startups,
several startups, including M/s. Shreelsurya Research Pvt. Ltd., M/s. Sandip Pyaz Bio-Organics,
M/s. Sunrajya Agro India Pvt. Ltd., and M/s. Swarnbhoomi Agricultural Machinery Impex LLP,
showcased their products directly to farmers. This provided valuable market exposure, enhanced
their visibility, and created opportunities for business expansion while facilitating the dissemination
of innovative agricultural technologies among the farming community.
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A three-day training programme on "Basics of Knitting
and Garments" was organized on 16, 19, and 25 June
2026 at ICAR-CIRCOT, Mumbai. The programme was
. attended by six participants from various textile

-+ industries.

A Six Days Skill Development Training Program on
“Double Roller Ginning Technology & Basics of
Cotton Grading” was organized from June 08-13,
2026, at GTC, Nagpur. Total seven participants
attended, including one female participant.

Awareness Programmes in MGMG Adopted Villages

Under the ongoing Government of India campaign on
“Promoting Soil Health Management and Balanced
Fertilizer Use,” ICAR-CIRCOT conducted awareness
programmes and demonstrations on compost
preparation from biomass and other sustainable
agricultural practices in three villages in and around
Nagpur during June 2026. The activities aimed to
educate farmers on sustainable soil health
management and the balanced use of fertilizers for
improved agricultural productivity and environmental
sustainability. Over 200 farmers were benefitted
through this programme.




Publications

Research Paper

e Kaushik S.S., Parveen S., Alagappan S., Behera S., Arputharaj A., Rakshit D., Udayraj, and
Venkatesan H (2026). "Robust Biopolymer-Derived Multifunctional Aerogel Blankets for
Personal Thermal Management in Cold Climates". Chemical Engineering Journal, DOI:
10.1016/j.cej.2026.178658. ( NAAS rating of 19.4).

Paper Presented

e Dr. Ajinath Dukare attended and presented a research paper titled, "Development of Silver
Nanoparticle-Functionalized Cotton Textiles as Sustainable Antimicrobial Biomaterials for Post-
Harvest Flower Preservation," in virtual mode at the International Conference on Environmental
Research, Climate Action & Sustainable Development 2026, held from 5-7 June 2026.

Externally Funded Project Scanctioned
DBT-Funded Research Project Commences at ICAR-CIRCOT

* A research project funded by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India, titled
"Nutraceutical Profiling and Optimization of Rice-Based Low-Alcoholic Beverages from North
East Regions of India: Health Implications and Commercial Potential" (Project No.
BT/PR51907/NER/95/2127/2024), commenced on 19 June 2026.

Recognition

e Dr. Ajinath Dukare, Senior Scientist, CBPD, has been recognized as an Expert Mentor by the
Biological Innovation Network (BLiN) in association with the Biotech Research Society of India
(BRSI).

HRD
e Dr. Kanika Sharma, Scientist, Co-Nodal Officer for the Gender Research in Agriculture (NO-
GRA), attended a five-day training programme on "Strengthening Agricultural Research with a

Gender Perspective for Sustainable Agri-food Systems" at the ICAR—Central Institute for Women
in Agriculture (ICAR-CIWA), Bhubaneswar, during 22-26 June 2026.

e A five-day training programme on "NABL Laboratory Quality Management System, ISO/IEC
17025:2017 Requirements, Documentation, and Record Management" was conducted by Dr.
Manoj Kumar, NABL Quality Manager, during 1-5 June 2026 for Dr. Shekh Mukhtar Mansuri,
Scientist, GTC, ICAR-CIRCOT Regional Unit, Nagpur.




Capacity Building

e Mr. S. Kishore Kumar, M.Tech. student, Department of Food Engineering and Technology, ICT
Mumbai, commenced a three-month project under the guidance of Dr. N. Vigneshwaran, Principal
Scientist and Head, CBPD.

Ms. Shreya Brahmandabheri, an M.Sc. student from DY Patil University, commenced her nine-
month dissertation research project entitled "Bioconversion of Cotton Biomass into Xylitol Using
Xylose-Utilizing Yeast Strains" under the guidance of Dr. Manoj Kumar, Scientist, CBPD.

The GTC, ICAR-CIRCOT Regional Unit, Nagpur, successfully concluded a one-month Training-
cum-Internship Programme for six third-year B.Tech. (Agricultural Engineering) students from the
College of Agricultural Engineering, PJTAU, Kandi, Sangareddy, Telangana, held from 18 May to
17 June 2026.

Superannuation

e Shri D.M. Correia, Technical Officer, ICAR-CIRCOT, Mumbai superannuated on 30 June 2026.

ICAR-CIRCOT Event in newspapers
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Contact us

Dr. S. K. Shukla
Director
ICAR-Central Institute for Research on Cotton Technology
Adenwala Road, Matunga, Mumbai 400019.
URL: https://circot.icar.org.in/
Email: director-circot@icar.org.in
Tel: 022-24146002




